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International Symposium 2008 on Earthquake Safe Housing

— Discuss together the keen and common issue —

1. Background and Objectives

Reduction of earthquake disasters is one of the keenest issues common in earthquake prone areas in
the world. In recent years, our societies have been severely damaged by Sichuan Earthquake 2008 in China,
Pisco Earthquake 2007 in Peru, Central Java Earthquake 2006 in Indonesia, and Northern Pakistan Earthquake
2005. Japan also suffered severe damages from 1995 Hanshin—Awaji Earthquake.

In most of deaths caused by earthquakes, people are killed by their own houses. Most of the world’ s
population lives in vernacular houses that are built of adobe, brick, stone, and wood, and are non—engineered
and thus vulnerable to earthquakes. Because earthquakes cannot be predicted precisely even by applying the
most advanced science and technology, it is essential to make these houses safer in order to reduce the
number of victims and the amount of severe damage caused by future earthquakes. The more resilient the
existing houses are against earthquakes, the lower the death rate will be in the event of an earthquake, and the
less drastic will be the disruptions to economic and social activities in the affected areas. No matter how
effectively emergency management and relief activities are conducted, the lost lives can never be regained. No
matter what effective technologies are developed, the non—engineered houses will not be safer unless these
technologies are applied. This International Symposium on “Earthquake Safe Housing” therefore aims to
discuss among the interested experts how we can improve the safety of houses, newly built and existing,

towards safer communities against earthquakes.

2. Date
November 28-29, 2009
3. Venue
Sokairo Hall, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS)
4. Language
English and Japanese (simultaneous translation is available)
5. No. of Participants
52 (November 28)
62 (November 29)

Organized by:

- Building Research Institute (BRI)

- National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS)

— United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD)

Supported by:

- International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR)

— United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
— Cabinet office, Government of Japan

- Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT), Japan

- Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
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General Coordinator of Research and Development Project  Dr. Tatsuo Narafu
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